


same importance on Nature and City as it does on Compact and Connected as described in Imagine Austin.  

Current CodeNEXT Concerns 

ASLA Austin is concerned that certain precedent form-based codes from other cities that focus simply on the 
built environment and walkability will not provide a framework that is appropriate for Austin’s values or its 
specific environmental challenges—including urban heat island effects, drought, periodic flash floods, and air 
quality.  Austin needs a custom code that combines form-related and environmental interests into one holistic 
document.  Landscape urbanism is a term for organizing the form of the city around its natural patterns and 
attributes.  The form-based code’s urban transect can be achieved within the ecological framework of an 
integrated systems approach.  There is an opportunity to adopt the principles of landscape urbanism and allow 
our city and region to mature and urbanize in a gentler, more respectful way, one that will preserve and enhance 
our city’s natural systems while benefitting the associated urban form. 

Need for an Integrated Code Combining Ecological Systems and Urban Form 

The code needs to function not only on a policy scale, but also on the detail scale within which design 
professionals can creatively implement policy intentions. 

• The code should be informed by research on “green” codes that integrate nature and the city.  
• The code should include performance criteria for ecosystem services that support health,   
 safety and welfare.  
• The code should be flexible and allow policy intentions to be met through a balance of environmental  
 concerns and built form.
• The code should work across scales, from zoning regulations to environmental criteria to design  
 guidelines.  
• The code should evolve over time by accommodating advances in technology and improvements in  
 technique. 

ASLA Austin is ready and willing to help provide an understanding for an ecological systems-based approach to 
the CodeNEXT process.  We propose to provide open forums on specific topics in regional ecology, collaborate 
with the consultant team and city staff to identify best practices in green codes, support innovative green 
infrastructure solutions, work with other design and environmental professionals in the development of design 
guidelines, and provide comments on CodeNEXT documents as they are developed.  

We welcome the opportunity to work with our city’s code writers to develop the best possible code for Austin’s 
future that honors its environmental legacy. 
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